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elected to the 180-person city council on the
first try. The council has jurisdiction over the
administration of the entire province.

Because of the complicated politics of
Eastern Europe, the environmental move-
ment in Poland is hardly a seamless front.
Offering candidates for election is a particu-
larly divisive issue. Elections are widely
considered to be a farce. Out of 400,000
candidates, only 700 “members of the oppo-
sition” were allowed. Consequently, the trade
union movement, Solidarity, has called for an
election boycott, and voter participation is
staggeringly low, around 20-50 percent.

Some members of PKE have suggested
that they were serving as the “green fig leaf”
for the authorities. But Zygmunt Fura's view
prevailed. “We must practice ‘Realpolitik’;
anti-communist biases won't do us any good,”
declared the Krakow head of the PKE.
“Democracy will never be handed to us on a
silver platter.”

At 38, Zygmunt Fura is a phenomenon.
Often clad in slogan-bearing T-shirts, this
chemistry PhD, hollow-cheeked and hyper-
active, is a master manipulator of the new
political freedoms. As a result, his Krakow
apartment has become the focal point of an
intensive network of environmental groups
from East and West.

Fura has brought international environ-
mental conferences to Krakow, worked his
way onto the board of Friends of the Earth
International, procured Xerox machines and
personal computers from the West to help
with day-to-day work, and even traveled to
Wackersdorf, West Germany, to participate

Acid rain from industry ana automobiles is
eating away at Krakow’s beautiful buildings.
Mast of thq city's oldest structures are draped

in scaf] 1g in a desp tion effort.

Waldemar Michna, Poland’s Minister of the
Environment, says pollution is costing the
country 1 billion zloty a year—about 15 percent
of Poland’s national income. “Ecological
economics must be the goal.”

in the protest against plans to reprocess spent
reactor fuel there. All with the tolerance of
the Polish government.

Maria Guminska and Adam Markowski,
Krakow's two newly-elected Green delegates,
have more local rather than international
experience to offer. Markowski, 47, who pre-
viously served on the city council as a repre-
sentative for the Catholic movement, “PAX,”
was recruited for the PKE after he began to
take an interest in ecological issues. Maria
Guminska, founding member of the PKE and
professor of biochemistry, 60, needs only to
invite you to her house to give you a close-up
look at what it means to live in an “ecological
disaster area.”

At first glance, the well-groomed front
yards on Zaleskiego Street in Krakow look
perfectly normal. A closer look reveals lilacs,
privet hedges, hydrangea, apple blossoms
and rosebushes, all strangely mutated. In
many places, they have sprouted curious,
bonsai-like stunted leaves. Trees are com-
pletely barren; even the weeds at the edge of
the street show signs of failing.

“Chlorinated hydrocarbons, chloroform,
trichloroethylene, acetone, methanol,” says
Guminska, pointing to a dilapidated factory
building at the end of the street. “It all came
from there” POLFA, the pharmaceutical com-
pany that occupies the site, “supposedly man-
ufactures vitamin C. It isn't possible to get
any more details” In response to their neigh-
bors’ protests, plant managers installed filters.
“But now they emit poisons at night. You can
smell it, that sweet smell. We are completely
defenseless against it. The authorities refuse
to take any action.”

Chlorinated hydrocarbons (CHCs) belong
to the most dangerous of all toxins. They
build up in the brain, liver, kidneys, heart

and reproductive organs; attack the central
nervous system; are mutagens‘and cause
cancer. Maria Guminska: “In my building
alone, 23 residents have died in last ten years
of cancer, including my husband. My child
was born completely deformed. But they tell
me that these numbers are not statistically
significant.”

Now that they are elected, these two dele-
gates plan to raise environmental concerns
and insist that protective legislation be
enforced. “But we will obviously need our
own sampling equipment and our own lab,”
muses Adam Markowski. “We need to bring
more pressure on them. The people are tired
of talk; they want finally to see actions.” Says
Zygmunt Fura, “And in 1989, we will run for
the Sejm.”

Their ministrations to this battered envi-
ronment are desperately needed. Krakow’s
air, for example, is so contaminated as to
defy description. The west wind blows in
tons of toxic dust laden with heavy metals,
sulfur, and nitrous oxide from Upper Silesia;
when the east wind blows, the filth comes in
even greater concentrations from Nowa Huta,
the enormous steel complex in the eastern
part of the city.

Krakow is enveloped in a stationary cloud
of smog 135 days of the year. This causes the
facades of the buildings in the medieval city
center to crumble even faster; the corroding
vapors have even decomposed the gold roof
of the Sigismund chapel on the Wawel-Hugel.
And in the old part of town, the oxygen con-
tent can drop from a normal of 21 percent to
17 percent, making the atmosphere literally

Zygmunt Fura heads Krakow's branch of the
Ecology Club and also serves on the interna-
tional board of Friends of the Earth. “In 1989,
we will run for the national parliament.”
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Nowa Huta bei Krakau: Landwirtschaft
auf verseuchten Bsden.

die Demokratie nicht auf dem Silbertablett
présentiert bekommen.“
Zygmunt Fura, 38, ist ein Ph Der

Biochemikerin Maria Guminska mit ge-
sunder (rechts) und mutierter (links) Pflanze
aus ihrem Garten in Krakau: ,Von 23
Bewohnern unseres Hauses sind in den
letzten zehn Jahren sieben an Krebs
gestorben.”

und hyperdynamisch, wuBite die neuen poli-
tischen Freirdume bisher so gut zu nutzen,
daB sein Krakauer Appartement inzwi-
schen zur Mitte eines ausgedehnten Netz-
werks von Umweltgruppen aus Ost und
West geworden ist. Fura holt internationale
Umweltkongresse nach Krakau, ist mittler-
weileim Vorstand von ,Friends of the Earth

International’, schafft fiir die Alltagsarbeit
S

dte und Mini aus dem

dorf. Die Regierung toleriert seine umfang-
reichen Aktivititen klaglos.

Maria Guminska und Adam ‘Markowski,
die beiden frisch gebackenen griinen Abge-

d , haben weniger internati als
lokale Erfahrungen parat. Markowski, 47,
saB vorher fiir die katholische Bewegung
~PAX“im Stadtrat, engagierte sich fiir Oko-
logie und wurde daher vom PKE abgewor-
ben. Maria Guminska, PKE-Mitbegriinde-
rin und Professorin der Biochemie, 60,
braucht nur zu sich nach Hause einzuladen,
um hautnah vorzufiihren, was es heiflt, im
S ea -

tastr zu le-
ben.
Hartetest Krakau

Auf den ersten Blick wirken die gepfleg-
ten Vorgirten in der Krakauer Zaleskiego-
StraRe ganz normal. Erst niheres Hinschau-
en offenbart: Flieder, Ligusterhecken, Hor-
ten und Rosensts

unternehmen nichts.*

CKWs, chlorierte Kohlenwasserstoffe,
gehoren zu den gefihrlichsten Umweltgif-
ten tiberhaupt. Sie reichern sich in Gebhirn,
Leber, Nieren, Herz und Keimdriisen an, at-

ki das Z 1 sind
hiufig undkreb d.Maria
Guminska: ,In meinem Haus allein sind in
den letzten zehn Jahren von 23 Bewohnern
sieben an Krebs gestorben, darunter mein
Mann. Ein Kind ist vollkommen milgebil-
det zur Welt gekommen. Aber mir wird ge-
sagt, solche Zahlen seien statistisch nicht
signifikant!*

135 Tage im Jahr Smog iber
Krakau

Im Stadtrat wollen die beiden PKE-Mit-
glieder nun solche Skandale anprangern
und darauf dringen, daB die bestehenden
Umweltgesetze durch scharfe Kontrollen
auch wirklich angewendet werden. »Aber
wir werden wohl eigene Mefigerite und ein
eigenes Labor brauchen’, meint Adam Mar-
kowski.,Wir miissen noch viel mehr Druck
machen. Die Leute haben das Gerede satt,
sie wollen endlich Taten sehen.“ Die Kra-
kauer Luft zum Beispiel spottet jeder Be-

stets mit parolenbedruckten T-Shirts be-
Kkleidete Doktor der Chemie, hohlwangig
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Westen herbei und reist auch schon mal

. Bei Westwind weht tonnenwei-
se giftiger Schwermetallstaub, Schwefel
und Stickoxi i

zum Protest gegen die WAA nach Wack

aus Oberschl heran;

st
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